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SUBJECT: GUYANA'S PRIME MINISTER INQUIRES CONCERNING C-130 AIRCRAFT 

1 . AT THE CONCLUSION OF OUR MEETING LAST WEEK CONCERNING 
THE INVITATION TO THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES SIGNING 
CEREMONY AND DISCUSSION OF OTHER MATTERS, PRIME MINISTER 
BURNHAM ASKED ME WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR GUYANA 
TO PURCHASE A USED MILITARY SURPLUS "HERCULES" AIRCRAFT 
(C-130). I RESPONDED THAT I DID NOT KNOW BUT WOULD PASS 

HIS INQUIRY ON TO WASHINGTON. 

2. BURNHAM EXPLAINED THAT GUYANA'S PRESENT TRANSPORT 
AIRCRAFT WAS NOT ADEQUATE FOR TAKING HEAVY MACHINERY TO 
THE INTERIOR OF GUYANA. EVEN TO TRANSPORT LAND ROVERS 

OR JEEPS, THE TOPS HAD TO BE REMOVED FROM THE VEHICLES. 

HEAVY EARTH MOVING EQUIPMENT HAD TO BE DISMANTLED 

AND REASSEMBLED EVERY TIME IT WAS MOVED FROM ONE LOCATION 

IN THE INTERIOR TO ANOTHER. THIS WAS EXTREMELY COSTLY 

AND TIME CONSUMING. IT HINDERED GUYANA'S DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. 

3. THE LACK OF ROADS LINKING THE COASTAL AREA NEAR 
GEORGETOWN AND NEW AMSTERDAM WITH AGRICULTURAL AREAS 
BEYOND LINDEN IN THE SOUTH OR ANYWHERE IN THE NORTH-WEST 
DISTRICT MADE COLONIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN THOSE 
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AREAS DIFFICULT. 

4. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT BURNHAM IS SPEAKING OF FMS AND 
POSSIBLY CREDITS AND THIS WOULD REQUIRE THAT THE USG 
MAKE A DECISION THAT IT WOULD BE IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST 
TO MAKE SUCH SALES TO GUYANA. AS GUYANA'S INELIGIBILITY 
TO RECEIVE MILITARY EQUIPMENT OF ANY KIND HAS BEEN A SORE 
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POINT WITH BURNHAM AND OTHER GOG LEADERS, IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT HE IS USING THIS ISSUE TO TEST THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
INTENTIONS TOWARD GUYANA. IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO 
THEM TO PERCEIVE THAT THEY ARE ON AN EQUAL BASIS WITH 
SURINAM IN THIS RESPECT. 

5. GIVEN GUYANA'S CURRENT LACK OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE, THE 
SALE OF SURPLUS AIRCRAFT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY REQUIRE CREDITS. 

6. DURING PRE-UNGA CONSULTATIONS SEPTEMBER 2, FONMIN 
WILLS ALSO RAISED THE QUESTION OF GUYANA'S ELIGIBILITY 
FOR MFS SALES AND ASKED THAT THE EMBASSY SEEK TO MAKE 
GUYANA ELIGIBLE FOR PURCHASES. I MENTIONED TO HIM THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S REQUEST. HE REPLIED THAT BURNHAM HAD 
RAISED THE GENERAL ISSUE OF GUYANA’S ELIGIBILITY WITH HIM 
AND ASKED THAT HE TRY TO GET IT CLARIFIED. BURNHAM HAD 
NOT, HOWEVER, MENTIONED THE C-130 TO HIM. 

7. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT GUYANA'S INTEREST IN MILITARY 
SALES IS PRIMARILY RELATED TO OBTAINING EQUIPMENT SUCH 
AS THE C-130 WHICH CAN BE USED FOR DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES. 

OF PERHAPS GREATER IMPORTANCE IS THE SYMBOLIC OR 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE TO GUYANA'S LEADERS WOULD BE A DETER- 
MINATION BY THE US ADMINISTRATION THAT GUYANA IS ELIGIBLE 
ALONG WITH SURINAM AND GUYANA'S OTHER NEIGHBORS FOR 
PURCHASING OF EQUIPMENT. 
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8. ACTION REQUESTED. EMBASSY RECOGNIZES THAT A 
DEFINITIVE ANSWER TO GUYANA'S REQUEST PROBABLY CAN NOT 
BE MADE IMMEDIATELY. WE WOULD, HOWEVER, APPRECIATE 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROVIDING AN INTERIM RESPONSE. 
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